Treatment of American cutaneous leishmaniasis with orally administered allopurinol riboside.
Eighteen patients received 1,250 mg of allopurinol riboside (AR) four times daily for 28 d. Nine of the patients concurrently received 500 mg probenecid (PB) four times daily. Cure was assessed clinically and parasitologically. Patients who had culture-positive and nonhealing lesions 3 mo after therapy received pentavalent antimony. Of the nine patients who received AR alone, four (44%) had clinical improvement at the end of therapy and two (22%) were culture-negative. A third patient became culture negative at 2 mo after therapy. The culture-negative patients were completely healed at 1 mo and remained so at 1 y after therapy. Of the nine patients who received AR plus PB, four had complete healing and two had clinical improvement at the end of therapy; however, all patients remained culture-positive. At 2-3 mo after therapy, six (67%) of the patients were completely healed, and of these, five (56%) were culture-negative. The drug was well-tolerated.